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to sell it and did not wish to force her to do so, he had to suffer this irregularity in the plan of the palace." "In truth," replied the Greek, "this irregularity is more beautiful than any symmetry."
Another anecdote tells of the chain of cattle-bells which the king had caused to be fixed to a wall of the palace so that any of his subjects who felt that he had suffered an injustice might ring it and bring his complaint to the attention of the king in person. The bells hung untouched for seven years until one day they began to ring furiously. It was a donkey rubbing its back against the chain. Chosroes sent for the animal's owner and requested him to take better care of his charge.
These more or less amusing examples of the justice of the Sassanian king do not, however, excuse the typical Oriental cruelty meted out to the guilty, and even to the innocent, who when put to death were impaled.
The capital of the Sassanian Empire and the residence of most of the kings of the dynasty, was Ctesiphon, twenty miles south of Baghdad on the Tigris. Defended by a semi-circle of walls and ditches, the capital contained seven different towns and for this reason was called "El Madain" ("the towns"). In the east was the district of Aspanbar, still visible today in the majestic ruins of the palace of Taq-i-Kesra. This contained the royal park and gardens. A corner of a wall, still standing, may possibly have been part of the enclosure of the king's great deer park. This district has been thought by some to have been the site of New Antioch, or Veh-Antiokh-Khosru. This was also called Rumaghan, or the town of the Greeks, and was built near Ctesiphon by Chosroes to house the former inhabitants of Antioch in Syria which he had captured. From towns in Syria and from Rhodes he brought to El Madain marble slabs and columns and the necessary materials for the making of stone and glass mosaics so that the houses in the'new town could be decorated in the Syrian manner. By the time of the Arab historian Masudi in the tenth century, however, New Antioch was in ruins. Legend has it that the new town was rebuilt on the plan of the old so exactly that every inhabitant was at once able to recognise his own house. Chosroes
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